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Lessons and Carols for Christmas

Gathering Song

O Come, All Ye Faithful

ELW 283
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1 O come, all ye  faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee bE o« glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God 8 3 in ‘ the . . . high - est:
‘Word of the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - le a -do - re - mus,
(@] come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!
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Dialogue

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined.

We have beheld Christ’s glory,

glory as of the only Son from the Father.
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

In the Word was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

Opening Prayer

Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who
became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all
we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Isaiah 9:2-7 God Promises a King

2 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
® For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
® For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LoORD of hosts will do this.



CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279
)" Am— ! ! I i | | I e
T4 & dpe ¢ 0 ° % fti &
1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem,how still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-1ly the won - drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho - ly child of Beth-1le - hem, de - scend to we  pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be Dborn in to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to- mght
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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Luke 1:26-35, 38 The Annunciation To Mary

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 2" to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 2 And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”@ 2° But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 3 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 3! And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 2 He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 23 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 3 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since | am a virgin?"® 3% The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

3% Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-35%2C+38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24914a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-35%2C+38&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24920b
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CAROL The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  ELW 265 vs 1-3
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri - el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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with wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
all gen - er - a - tions laud and hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth  God,” she said.
in Beth - le - hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All hail to thee, O low - ly maid - en Mar - \A

thy son shall be Em - man - u-el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
and Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy.”
most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy.” g
Most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy, iaia ) b
“Most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy.”
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Luke 2:1-7 The Birth of Jesus

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. ®> He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ® While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. ” And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW 276
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1 In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low -1y, for his bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herds keep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox - en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid - ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!



Luke 2:8-16 The Shepherds Go to See the Savior

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. ® Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1° But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people: ' to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *? This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,®
praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 1 So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

CAROL Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275 vs 1-3
0 1 | | N

¥ D N | ; 4- / | i

O ——2 13 =4 ¢4

1 An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
€v - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24977a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24979b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24980c

Luke 2:21-36 Jesus Receives His Name

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in
the womb.

22\When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 2 (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as
holy to the Lord”), 2* and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated
in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

5 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;@ this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under
the law, 22 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant'® in peace,
according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. 3 Then Simeon! blessed them and said to his mother Mary,
“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to
be a sign that will be opposed *° so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

3 There was also a prophet, Annal¥ the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage,
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What Child is This

ELW 296 vs 1-2
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in  such meanes-tate where ox and ass are feed -ing?
3 So  bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep -ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here si - lent Word is plead-ing.

lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
ot —fi -
| o —® {*
W 0 b o5 —» F F 53 =
.l . : | 1) LJ | ¥ ) X
| r r : ! | 1% | 2
| A "
D 1) | A
i N | i I |
4‘ 7 1) | S | I\l l. |
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son  of Mar -y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
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Matthew 2:1-11 The Magi Follow the Star

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men'@ from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where
the Messiahl9 was to be born. ® They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet:

®‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd™ my people Israel.

MM

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men® and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” ® When
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. 1°When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. ' On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.
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CAROL As with Gladness Men of Old ELW 302 vs 1,3,5
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As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
As with  joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-1ly bed,
As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,

and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its  light,its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’'n-ly king.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev -er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.
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John 1:1-14 The Mystery of the Incarnation

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being #in him was life,@ and the life was the light of all
people. ® The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. “He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. & He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. ® The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. !

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. ** He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,™ full of grace and truth.

CAROL He Came Down ELW 253
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1 He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love;
2 He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may have light;
3 He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy;
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light;
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;
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hal-le - lu - jah for-ev -er - more.
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Responsive Prayer

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of peace.

You rule the earth with truth and justice.
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.
Blessed are you, Son of Mary.

You share our humanity.

Have mercy on the sick, the dying,

and all who suffer this day.

Blessed are you, Son of God.

You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament
that we may bear your light to all the world.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



Blessing and Dismissal

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,
the obedience of Joseph,

the joy of the angels,

the eagerness of the shepherds,

the determination of the magi,

and the peace of the Christ child.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Song

Auld Lang Syne
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Should auld ac-quaint-ance  be for-got, And nev - erbrought to  mind? Should
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auld ac-quaint - ance  be for - got, And days of auld lang  syne? For
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Worship Service Today '
Greeters/UShers ..., TBD ,-",,3:1 ™ No
[I-Ye3 oY TBD "E]‘ J Flower
Worship Assistant............ Deacon LeeAnn McCarthy i Donations
[0 1 011 2= L1 Y TBD er s
Altar GUIld.........ccomveieiieie e e e Sue Orts Altar Flowers
Offering Teller .. TBD

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wishing All Our Family & Friends a Happy & Healthy New Year 2025

Monday: Numbers 16:1-19; Isaiah 11:1-9; Hebrews 13:7-17.
Tuesday: Numbers 16:20-35; Isaiah 11:1-9; Acts 28:23-31.
Wednesday: Micah 4:8-13; Isaiah 11:1-9; Luke 7:31-35.
Thursday: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 10:10-18; Psalm 80:1-7.
Friday: Hebrews 10:32-39; Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 42:10-18.
Saturday: Isaiah 66:7-11; Psalm 80:1-7; Luke 13:31-35.

Second Christmas — January 5, 2025:

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17;
Luke 2:41-52.

Those With Special Needs & Concerns Other Concerns of Our Community

PRAYER LIST SERVING IN ARMED FORCES Bishop Paul Egensteiner and his
John Nurmi Michael Gabrielsen staff. _
Arlita Hoyt Jack O’Brien For those who would dare to bring
Christine Olszanski John Picucci peace.

Kolbe Olszanski
Deanna Platt
Bob Riekert
Catherine Biel
Jim Murtha

Jim Befanis

Lomember

In"Prager

For the President and his
administration.
Communities of Faith in & around
Croton.
For refugees suffering in camps
around
the world.
For food to feed all those who
hunger.







Weleome to Cur Saviour

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with

the challenges of life? Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and

example have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions.
Jesus’ life was given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word

through him waits to be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good!

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear
Good News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races,
ethnicities, political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or
expressions. We invite you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any
member for further details.

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a
schedule of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the
back cover.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed
all without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a
church member. Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor
Phill Greenland, Music Minister
Sunday School 9:00 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am — 12:00 noon;

Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor’s Days Off.
Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632 Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.

ONELICENCE number: 731276-A
Our Saviour Your Saviour Our Saviour
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