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January 26, 2025 

__________________________________________ 

                 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

         
 

________________________________________________________________ 

                                              Order of Worship 
The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in bold. 

Hymns are taken from our hymnal, the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).  

 

 

             WE GATHER 

Centering Music  
 

The ringing of the Morningstar  
 

Prelude 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
We admit our sins 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our creator, our protector, 
our wellspring of life. 

Amen. 

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us 
confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. 
Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. 
We ignore the needs of our neighbors; 
we resist your call to oppose injustice; 
we give in to scarcity and fear; 
we assume the worst about one another. 
Cleanse us from our faults 
and release us from their grasp. 
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Show us your lovingkindness. 
Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways. 
Amen. 
 

God proclaims these words of assurance: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. 
I have called you by name. You are mine.” 

In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the Spirit, you are made free. 
Refreshed by the waters of mercy, 
live anew as beloved children of God. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn                              Blest Be the God of Israel                         ELW#250 

 

 



 

Apostolic Greeting      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all 

And also with you. 

 

Gloria 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer of the Day 

 Let us pray.  
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may 
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First Lesson                                                                     Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

1 All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water 
Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the 
Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This 
was on the first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the 
men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the 
sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, 
and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they 
bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8 So 
they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
  9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the 
Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard 
the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink 
sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for 
this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 
 
 
The Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

  



 

Psalm                                                                                                    Psalm 19 
 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2 One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3 Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4 their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of  
      the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5 It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
   it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the 
      end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7 The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
   the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
   the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
   the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
   sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 11 By them also is your servant enlightened, 
   and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12 Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
   Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get  
        dominion over me; 
    then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable  
        in your sight, 
    O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Second Reading                                                            1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit. 

  14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot 
would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, 
yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the 
members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and those 
members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, 
and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24 whereas 
our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the 
body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may be no 
dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 
another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then 
deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, 
various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 
Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? 
Do all interpret? 31a But strive for the greater gifts. 
 
 
The Word of the Lord   

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alleluia Verse  
  

   

 
 

The Holy Gospel 

Gospel Reading                                                                              Luke 4:14-21 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in 
their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 

  16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found 
the place where it was written: 
 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 
 

 



 

Hymn                        Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult                   ELW#696 

 

 

  



 

Prayers of the People 
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

As your word is opened in our midst, we give thanks for all who share scripture: for 
parents, grandparents, and godparents; teachers and mentors; deacons, pastors, 
bishops, and scholars. Inspire passion for the stories of faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

As heavens declare your glory and the sky proclaims your work, we lift our voices 
in awe of quarks and atoms, vast stars and solar systems. Guide us to speak on 
behalf of your handiwork. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

As Jesus proclaimed life and freedom in his community, energize communities 
and nations to eliminate poverty, engage in prison ministry and transformative 
justice, and envision new ways of working together for your promised reign. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

As your word and presence revive the soul, accompany all experiencing 
depression, anxiety, or eating disorders; be a source of strength for all affected by 
memory loss and their caregivers; draw near to all undergoing medical treatment 
or surgery. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

As we are made one body in baptism, strengthen all who serve. Renew and 
inspire all who use their gifts in this congregation, community, and the world. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

As our faith is strengthened by saints who have gone before us, we remember 
leaders of the early church, and beloved friends and family who have died. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We entrust our prayers prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that 
your promise is revealed among the people. 
Amen. 

 

 

The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you  

And also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
  



 
Please be seated. 

Offering  
Financial offerings are received in the plates. Please stand as the gifts come forward.  
 

 

This QR code links  

to our PayPal account   

and may be used to make 

a one-time gift.  

 

 

 

 

Musical Offering                                                               

 

Please Stand 

Offertory Canticle              As the Grains of Wheat 
 

 

 



Prayer of Dedication 
God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, 
and your abundance to the depths of the seas. 
Bless what we offer to your service: 
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts. 
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, 
now and always.  
Amen. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
Let us give thanks to our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

God of all, mighty and merciful, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We thank you and praise you 
for you have satisfied the hunger of your people in every age: 
from the beginning you drew up food from the earth 
and humankind from the soil, 
filling our nostrils full of your Breath. 
You ate the fatted calf with Abraham and Sarah, 
and answered their deep longing for a child; 
you sustained your chosen people with manna 
as you led them toward the promised land; 
you sent prophets to answer the cry for bread and for justice; 
and in the fullness of time, 
you sent your own Son, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven; 
 
Who, in the night in which he was handed over, 
took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
  



 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory 
to share with us the great and promised feast. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
And stir in us a hunger for justice and thirst for compassion. 
Open wide your hand 
and satisfy our deep desire— 
feed us with the Bread that is you. 
All honor and glory to you, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
                forever and ever. Amen 

 

Agnus Dei 

 



 

Please Sit 

The Distribution 

There is a place for you at the banquet. 

Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 

All the baptized are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those 

not receiving may come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in 

prayer.  

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen 

 

Post-Communion Sentence      
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   
Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer    
Nourishing God, 
at this table you have refreshed us 
with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, 
and send us out to embody your good news 
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
In the name of Christ we pray, 

Amen. 

 

WE ARE SENT 

Blessing  
The Spirit of the triune  

☩ bless you with joy, 

anoint you with compassion, 
and send you in love. 

Amen. 
 
 

  



 
  Hymn                    All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                  ELW#634 

 
 

Charge 
Go in peace. Live in hope. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude  
                                            

                 Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the World  
 

 



 
 
 

 Worship Service Today 

Greeters/Ushers ……..……..……….………….…TBD 

Lector………………..……..……………………..…TBD 

Worship Assistant……..Deacon LeeAnn McCarthy        

Hospitality………….Marilyn Dreyer & Inga Colbran 

Altar Guild……………………………....Jamie Polcari 
Offering Teller …………………………Karen Magerlein 

 

  

Altar Flowers 

Donated by 

Larry & Karen Moy 

In Memory Of 

Mary & Jack Moy 

 

 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am-12noon. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monday: Psalm 119:89-96; Jeremiah 36:1-10; 1 Corinthians 14:1-12. 

Tuesday: Psalm 119:89-96; Jeremiah 36:11-26; 2 Corinthians 7:2-12. 

Wednesday: Jeremiah 36:27-32; Psalm 119:89-96; Luke 4:38-44. 

Thursday: Psalm 71:1-6; 2 Chronicles 34:1-7; Acts 10:44-48. 

Friday: Psalm 71:1-6; Acts 19:1-10; 2 Chronicles 35:20-27. 

Saturday: Psalm 71:1-6; John 1:43-51; 2 Chronicles 36:11-21. 

 

Fourth Epiphany – February 2, 2025:  
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13;  
Luke 4:21-30. 
 

  C 

  

PRAYER LIST 
 

John Nurmi 
Arlita Hoyt 
Christine Olszanski 
Kolbe Olszanski 
Deanna Platt 

Bob Riekert 
Catherine Biel 
Jim Murtha 
Jim Befanis 
  
 

  

 

SERVING IN ARMED FORCES 
 

Michael Gabrielsen 
Jack O’Brien 

John Picucci 
 

 

Other Concerns of Our Community 
 

Bishop Paul Egensteiner and his staff. 

For those who would dare to bring 

peace. 

For the President and his 

administration. 

Communities of Faith in & around  

    Croton. 

For refugees suffering in camps around  

    the world. 

For food to feed all those who hunger. 

             

 

         Those With Special Needs & Concerns 

 



 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with the 

challenges of life?  Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and example 

have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions. Jesus’ life was 

given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word through him waits to 

be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good! 

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear Good 

News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities, 

political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions. We invite 

you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any member for further details. 

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a schedule 

of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back cover. 

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed all 

without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a church member. 

Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

  
   

 

 

 

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church 
                                                           Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor 

Phill Greenland, Music Minister 
LeeAnn McCarthy, Deacon 

Sunday School                                                            9:00 am 

Sunday Worship Service                                          10:00 am 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am – 12:00 noon;  
             Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor’s Days Off.  
 

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm  

             Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632       Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601 

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org 
Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006. 

 Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 
 

ONELICENCE number: 731276-A    

                   Our Saviour       Your Saviour     Our Saviour 
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