Our Saviour Lutheran Church
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February 2, 2025

Order of Worship

The order of worship is set out in this bulletin. The congregation responds in parts marked in bold.
Hymns are taken from our hymnal, the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).

WE GATHER
Centering Music

The ringing of the Morningstar
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
We admit our sins

Blessed be the holy Trinity, .+ one God,

our creator, our protector,
our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.

We ignhore the needs of our neighbors;

we resist your call to oppose injustice;

we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.

Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.
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Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.

| have called you by name. You are mine.”
In -+ Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,

live anew as beloved children of God.

Amen.
Hymn Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW#886
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

e

6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.



Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all
And also with you.

Gloria
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this
day in the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by
the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Lesson Malachi 3:1-4

1 See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of
old and as in former years.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Psalm Psalm 84
1 How dear to me is your dwelling,
O Lord of hosts!
2 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may
lay her young,
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God.
4 Happy are they who dwell in your house!
They will always be praising you.
5 Happy are the people whose strength is in you,
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
6 Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
7 They will climb from height to height,
and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.
8 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer,;
give ear, O God of Jacob.
9 Behold our defender, O God,;
and look upon the face of your anointed.
10 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
| would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked.
11 For the Lord God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory;
no good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk with integrity.
12 O Lord of hosts,
happy are they who put their trust in you!

Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-18
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were
held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help
angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of
the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to
help those who are being tested.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Alleluia Verse

_9_“- = o | : 5 —— —
NI f f- “ .- - ——
J
Al -le - lu - 1a Lord, to whom shall we go?
n “ —_— !
S e e sy o e - |
f | P~ — ) E O 1
e f |
You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

The Holy Gospel

Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword
will pierce your own soul too.”



36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after
her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW#763
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Prayers of the People
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of generations, you instilled in Anna and Simeon faith, dreams, and the
welcome of a child. Bless elders who embody faith and hope; bless the newly
baptized. Energize us to share faith from generation to generation. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of creation, in you the sparrow finds a home and we find lush valleys and
living water. Bless the birds of the air, the animals of the valley, and renew our
stewardship of this bountiful creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of the nations, strengthen our resolve to care for all children and strive for
peace among nations. Refine our nation where we have failed to root out racism
and guide us in truth-telling and reconciliation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of hope, many long to see your presence revealed amid challenging
circumstances. We hold in prayer all longing for sustainable housing, secure
employment, access to medical care, and health and wellness. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the people, you are made known in caring ministries. Bless those who
serve as communion servers, homebound visitors, baptismal sponsors,
confirmation mentors, and as prayer support. Reveal yourself in the neighborly
care we give and receive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of life, we thank you for Jesus’ life and for his death that has destroyed death.
We remember the dearly departed, as they dwell with you in your holy courts now
and forever. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We entrust our prayers prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that
your promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



Please be seated.
Offering

Financial offerings are received in the plates. Please stand as the gifts come forward.
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Musical Offering

Please Stand

Offertory Canticle As the Grains of Wheat
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Prayer of Dedication

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of all, mighty and merciful,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We thank you and praise you

for you have satisfied the hunger of your people in every age:
from the beginning you drew up food from the earth

and humankind from the soil,

filling our nostrils full of your Breath.

You ate the fatted calf with Abraham and Sarah,

and answered their deep longing for a child;

you sustained your chosen people with manna

as you led them toward the promised land;

you sent prophets to answer the cry for bread and for justice;
and in the fullness of time,

you sent your own Son, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven;

Who, in the night in which he was handed over,
took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory
to share with us the great and promised feast.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

And stir in us

a hunger for justice and thirst for compassion.

Open wide your hand

and satisfy our deep desire—

feed us with the Bread that is you.

All honor and glory to you, almighty God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as itis in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Agnus Dei
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Please Sit

The Distribution
There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.

All the baptized are invited to come forward to receive the holy gifts. Those
not receiving may come forward for a blessing or remain in the pews in
prayer.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen

Post-Communion Sentence

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,

Amen.

WE ARE SENT

Blessing

The Spirit of the triune

* bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
Amen.



Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW#859

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of creation!
My heart is longing to offer up sweet adoration.
Melody make; dulcimer, harp, now awake.

Sound forth your praise, ev’ry nation.

2 Praise the Almighty, o’er all life so wondrously reigning,
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen? All that is needful has been
sent by God’s gracious ordaining.

3 Praise the Almighty, who prospers your work and defends you;
see from the heavens the showers of mercy God sends you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do;
infinite Love here befriends you.

4 Praise the Almighty! In wonder my spirit is soaring!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises outpouring.
Let the amen sound from God’s people again,
gladly forever adoring!

Charge
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Congregation adjourns to engage in loving service in the World



Worship Service Today

Greeters/UShers ...........cooueeiierenennnncnienennnes TBD !_!‘__' This Morning’s
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Worship Assistant = Altar Flowers
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Quilters meet every Tuesday from 9am-12noon.

Our next newsletter, March-April, will go out mid February. All those with articles for the
upcoming newsletter (Lent through Easter Sunday), please have articles in by February 17
at the latest.

Monday: Psalm 84; Malachi 3:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40.

Tuesday: Psalm 56; 2 Kings 5:1-14; 1 Corinthians 14:13-25.
Wednesday: Jeremiah 1:11-19; Psalm 56; Luke 19:41-44.

Thursday: Psalm 138; Numbers 20:22-29; Acts 9:19b-25.
Friday: Psalm 138; Numbers 27:12-23; Acts 9:26-31.
Saturday: Psalm 138; Judges 3:7-11; Luke 4:42-22.

Fifth Epiphany — February 9, 2025:
Isaiah 6:1-8(9-13); Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11;

Luke 5:1-11.
Those With Special Needs & Concerns Other Concerns of Our Community
PRAYER LIST SERVING IN ARMED FORCES  Bjshop Paul Egensteiner and his staff.
John Nurmi Michael Gabrielsen .
For th h [
Arlita Hoyt Jack O’Brien ;éeose who would dare to bring
Christine Olszanski John Picucci b '
Kolbe Olszanski For the President and his

Deanna Platt administration.
Bob Rieker Lomember
Communities of Faith in & around

Catherine Biel

Jim Murtha \9 ® Croton.
Jim Befanis W ra‘wm o
For refugees suffering in camps around
the world.

For food to feed all those who hunger.




Weleome fo Our Saviour

Do you want to live life to its fullest? Do you want to have resources to cope with the
challenges of life? Since his disciples first followed him, Jesus’ teachings and example
have been providing enduring answers for life’s most troubling questions. Jesus’ life was
given for us. His life remains a gift to be received and God’s Word through him waits to
be heard. Come and see! The Lord is good!

Our Saviour is a safe, friendly, welcoming place for you and your family to hear Good
News and find warm, caring community. We welcome people of all races, ethnicities,
political affiliations, sexual orientations and gender identities or expressions. We invite
you to join us in any or all of the activities. Please ask any member for further details.

You will find the Order of Worship set out in this bulletin. You will also find a schedule
of devotional readings and next Sunday’s scripture set out inside the back cover.

HOLY COMMUNION: All are invited to the Lord’s Table, as Jesus welcomed all
without condition, to commune with Him. You need not be Lutheran or a church member.
Young children may receive at their parents’ discretion.
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God’'s work. Our hands.

Welcome to Our Saviour Evangelical Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Justin Johnson, Pastor
Phill Greenland, Music Minister
LeeAnn McCarthy, Deacon
Sunday School 9:00 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:00 am

Pastor’s Office Hours: Mon & Tues: 9:00 am — 12:00 noon,;
Wed, Sat & Sun: by appointment; Thurs & Friday: Pastor’s Days Off.

Church Secretary’s Office Hours: Mon, Tues & Fri: 9:00 am — 12:00 pm
Church Office Phone: 914-271-4632 Pastor’s Phone: 914 863-1601

http://www.oursaviourcroton.org

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
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